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Information for American Senna



	

	Establishment

	

		 	
	
	This species is best planted in the spring or early fall from container stock to ensure success.   They should be spaced at about 60 – 90 centimeters apart.   For direct sowing, scarified seed may be spring or fall planted at a depth of 3 millimeters and will germinate the following spring.  As with many other legumes, wild senna plants initially send their energy into their root system, therefore the top of the plant will be slow to developThis initial slow top growth in the first two years is normal, especially in the early spring.  Once plants have become established they will grow vigorously and are very drought tolerant.   Wild senna should be grown in soil that has good drainage in either a sunny or partly shaded location.  This plant grows naturally in damp, fertile soils and under these conditions a height of 7 feet can be attained.  In a drier soil the plant will grow to about 3 feet and tend to be less floppy.   
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	Management

	

		 	
	
	Wild senna is a hardy plant with relatively few problems.  This species is easy to grow and maintain with moderate levels of N, P and K.  It forms large clonal colonies.  Due to the taproot of this plant it is difficult to transplant or divide.    

			

	Pests and Potential Problems

	

		 	
	
	Wild senna is a plant with few pest or disease problems.  This plant can become quite tall when the soil is fertile and moist; it may flop over while the flowers and seedpods are developing.  

			

	Cultivars

	

		 	
	
	There are no recommended cultivars or selected materials at this time.  Wild senna is somewhat available as seed of plants from commercial nurseries specializing in native plants. Prepared By and Species Coordinator:  Shawn Belt, USDA 
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